
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    CONTACT: BRIAN KENNEDY/KEVIN SMITH 

August 30, 2007                         (202) 225-4000 

 

Boehner Clarifies Lamborn Seat on  

Armed Services Committee 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C – In light of recent media reports regarding Congressman Doug Lamborn’s (R-
CO) committee status, U.S. House Republican Leader John Boehner (R-OH) sent the following letter to clarify 
any confusion regarding his “on leave” status on the House Armed Services Committee: 
 

 

August 30, 2007 

 

Dear Congressman Lamborn: 

 

It has come to my attention that there has been some public confusion regarding your “on 

leave” status on the House Armed Services Committee.   

 

At the beginning of the 110th Congress, the Republican Steering Committee met to vote on 

committee membership assignments.  Recognizing your state legislative experience and your 

District’s significant military presence, the Steering Committee determined that it was important 

that you and your district have a voice on the Armed Services Committee.   

 

As you know, due to the change of majority there was a reduction in the number of available 

committee seats.  As we informed you in January, you were assigned to the Armed Services 

Committee, but due to the aforementioned space limitations, you were subsequently placed “on 

leave” from the Committee.  Your “on leave” status on the committee means that you will be 

“activated” as soon as a permanent seat becomes available.  You are the only House Republican 

freshman class member to have received an appointment of any kind (active or on-leave) to the 

Armed Services Committee for the 110th Congress.  No other House Republican Member from the 

Class of 2006 received an appointment to the Committee.  

 

I deeply appreciate the leadership that you have already demonstrated on military and 

defense issues.  Particularly, I commend you on your commitment to not only the thousands of 

active duty and reservists in your District, but also the 103,000 veterans who live within the 5th 

District of Colorado.  In your leadership role on the House Veterans Affairs Committee, you are 

helping those men and women, who have so honorably served our great nation.  The nation is also 

well-served by your guidance in initiating the House Missile Defense Caucus to assess the need and 

determine the best methods for protecting our homeland from rogue and terrorist threats. 



 

I hope this letter provides sufficient clarification regarding your status on the Armed Service 

Committee.  The House Republican Leadership looks forward to having you serve as an active 

member of the Armed Services Committee as soon as a permanent seat is available. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

John Boehner 

 

##### 

 


