December 10, 2007

The Hon. Dirk Kempthorne
Secretary

U.S. Department of Interior
1849 C St., NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Kempthorne,

I am writing to request delisting of the Preble’s meadow jumping mouse from
Colorado’s Threatened and Endangered Species List. The Fish and Wildlife Service have
already determined that the Preble’s mouse no longer requires federal protection in the
State of Wyoming and there is some contention as to why this has not yet been done in
Colorado. I endorse the delisting of the Preble’s mouse for a number of reasons
including scientific evidence to the species’ abundance and negative economic impacts
on Colorado businesses.

The Preble’s mouse was originally classified as a subspecies based on a review of
only a few adult specimens. Furthermore, Dr. Krutzsch (the scientist who originally
classified the Preble’s mouse as a subspecies) has since recanted his original work and no
longer supports the original classification. Numerous recent scientific studies have
concluded that the Preble’s mouse is both physically and genetically indistinguishable
from other mice.

The number of sites that are known to be occupied by the Preble’s mouse has
increased four-fold in recent years. These and similar mice are located throughout half of
the North American continent. The threats that development and transportation are
alleged to pose to the Preble’s mouse have been greatly overstated and there are ample
regulations already in place that minimize the impact of development on the species. The
Federal Clean Water Act prohibits alterations of riparian habitat and requires a permit
from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers prior to any activity that affects wetlands.
Additionally, there are many local regulations and land use protections already in place
that protect Preble’s habitats throughout Colorado’s Front Range.



The State of Colorado has already spent more than $8 million related to the
Preble’s mouse. Greater Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) estimates that over one-quarter of a
billion dollars has been spent on land acquisition and preservation on Colorado’s Front
Range. GOCO recently announced that it has preserved 138,000 acres of land with $57
million in GOCO / Colorado Lottery Grants in 2007.

With environmentally conscious steps being taken by both state government and
private entities, I would like to encourage you to delist the Preble’s meadow jumping
mouse from Colorado’s Threatened and Endangered Species List. Recent research
suggests that the mouse is not only physically and genetically indistinguishable from
other mice, but the number of areas inhabited by the mouse in North America has
increased from 29 sites to more than 132.

Thank you for your attention to this matter and I look forward to working with
you to ensure the Preble’s meadow jumping mouse is removed from Colorado’s
Threatened and Endangered Species List. Should you have any questions, feel free to
contact Melissa Kelly of my staff at 202-225-4422.

Respectfully,
(\,_Lcm,fj Farm SotAm
DOUG LAMBORN

Member of Congress



