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August 30, 2016

The Honorable Loretta Lynch
Attorney General

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Attorney General Lynch:

We request you take immediate steps to appoint a Special Counsel, pursuant to 28 C.F.R. § 600.1
to investigate the Clinton Foundation and alleged “pay to play” tactics where donors to the
Clinton Foundation were able to obtain inappropriate access to and influence over then Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton.

Under Department of Justice regulations, you have the grounds to appoint a Special Counsel
when it is determined “that criminal investigation of a person or matter is warranted” and that the
investigation of that person or matter “by a United States Attorney’s Office or litigating Division
of the Department of Justice would present a conflict of interest for the Department or other
extraordinary circumstances.”

We strongly believe that these criteria are met. Consider:

1.

A recent report by the Associated Press indicates that “At least 85 of 154 people from
private interests who met or had phone conversations scheduled with Clinton while she
led the State Department donated to her family charity or pledged commitments to its
international programs.”

Combined, it is believed these donors contributed as much as $156 million, with 50
giving at least $100,000 and 20 giving over $1 million.

The report goes on to say “the frequency of the overlaps shows the intermingling of
access and donations, and fuels perceptions that giving foundation money was a price of
admission for face time with Clinton.” '

Further casting a shadow of doubt over this arrangement is the recent announcement by
the Clinton Foundation that it will stop accepting donations from foreign governments if
Hillary Clinton is elected President of the United States. This begs the obvious question
about why an inappropriately cozy relationship between the Clinton Foundation and the
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President of the United States is deemed unethical, but the same relationship between the
foundation and the Secretary of State or candidate for president were not.

All of this makes it very unclear where the State Department ended and where the Clinton
Foundation began. Official business of the United States government, the State Department most
certainly included, should be conducted in a manner that prioritizes the best interests of the
American people, not the special needs of the well-connected donors to a largely unaccountable
foundation,

Americans have, by and large, lost faith in their government and ri ghtfully so. The facts as they
have been reported surrounding the Clinton Foundation warrant an investigation that is beyond
reproach and beyond any appearance of political favoritism. Appointing a Special Counsel is a
necessary step at this juncture.

We look forward to your response on this matter.

Sincerely,
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