Dear Colleague,

[bookmark: _GoBack]Few things are held in a more universal, non-partisan light than our common belief that every child has an inherent right to the safety, love, and security of a permanent family. It follows that we must constantly strive to reduce any bureaucratic barrier that would prevent a child, who becomes the victim of abuse, neglect, or abandonment, from being placed into a permanent family, whether through kinship care, guardianship, or domestic or intercountry adoption.

Meanwhile, the global orphan crisis continues to grow, and there are millions of children around the world who languish on the streets or in institutions, with no family to call their own. For some of these children, reunification and/or domestic adoption are not a viable option, and intercountry adoption is the only hope they will ever have of a family who is willing and able to meet their needs and provide them a forever home.

Unfortunately, over the last decade, the number of intercountry adoptions to the United States has plummeted. This is largely due to barriers in sending countries such as the lack of a child welfare system that would adequately protect vulnerable children; the lack of robust leadership and engagement in U.S. foreign policy; and the increasing number of limitations and “shutdowns” of intercountry adoption programs, including most recently with Russia and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Meanwhile, the number of vulnerable children in need of the protection and support of a permanent family only continues to increase.

Please join me in sending the below request to the State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs Appropriations Subcommittee (SFOPS) proposing report language that urges the Department of State to prioritize, streamline, and strengthen our intercountry adoption programs and processes, and work to help every child realize their fundamental right to a permanent family. 

Deadline to co-sign is Wednesday, March 29. Please feel free to contact Bethany Haley (Bethany.haley@mail.house.gov) in my office to sign on, or for any additional information.

Sincerely,



TRENT FRANKS
Member of Congress


March 30, 2017

The Honorable Hal Rogers				The Honorable Nita Lowey
Chairman						Ranking Member
Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations, 	Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations,
and Related Programs					and Related Programs
Committee on Appropriations				Committee on Appropriations
U.S. House of Representatives			U.S. House of Representatives
HT-2, The Capitol					1016 LHOB
Washington, DC 20515				Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Rogers and Ranking Member Lowey:
 
We write to respectfully urge you to include language affirming a strong commitment on the part of the U.S. government to strengthen our intercountry adoption programs in the Fiscal Year 2017 State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs Appropriations Bill.  

It sounds obvious: children need strong families to thrive, and strong families become the building blocks of nations. Yet, millions of children in the world struggle to survive outside the care, love, and protection of a permanent family. Several decades of neuroscience has proven that children experience irreparable harm to their health and development when they are deprived of the support, emotional connectedness and protection of permanent family-based care. 

Meanwhile, despite the fact that thousands of American families are open to the possibility of adopting, the number of children adopted by U.S. families continues to fall precipitously each year. Additionally, many countries lack the resources and technical expertise necessary to adequately strengthen their child welfare systems and, as a result, intercountry adoption programs remain open to criticism of corruption and trafficking. We strongly believe that U.S. foreign policy can and should reflect a stronger commitment to affirmatively prioritizing the simple truth that every child needs and deserves a family in order to reach their full developmental and human potential. We must proactively work to ensure that bureaucratic “red tape” and unnecessary barriers do not needlessly prevent children from being placed into loving families.

Therefore, we request the following language be included in the FY2018 State, Foreign Operations and Related Programs Appropriations bill:

Intercountry Adoptions - the Committee wishes to strongly reaffirm its commitment to intercountry adoption as a means to offering a permanent family to a child and believes its inclusion among the range of options for providing permanency for children is in accordance with the principles of the Hague Adoption Convention. Moreover, the Committee affirms that long-term foster care or institutionalization must be considered as only temporary options and never as a permanent solution for children outside of a permanent family, and as such should not be given preference over intercountry adoption.

The Committee strongly urges the Department of State to more proactively prioritize, and make funds available for, improving the capacity of foreign government agencies and nongovernmental organizations, through robust technical assistance that will help to prevent child abandonment and connect orphans, displaced, and abandoned children with permanent homes through family reunification, guardianship, and domestic and intercountry adoption. Furthermore, the Committee encourages the Department of State to better incorporate at the mission level, policies that reflect the United States government’s commitment to the principle that every child has a fundamental right to a permanent family; that proactively advocate for concurrent planning to ensure the placement of children in a permanent family as quickly and safely as feasible; that advocate for consideration of international placement of children where in-country placement does not serve the child’s best interests and does not provide appropriate, protective, and permanent care quickly; and to streamline and strengthen the United States Government’s intercountry adoption programs and processes to ensure that every orphan and vulnerable child is given the opportunity to know the love, support, and protection of permanent family care. 
With millions of orphans in need of families globally, and many thousands of prospective American adoptive parents, we believe it is critical that the U.S. Government prioritize every child’s right to a family by ensuring that a reasonable, well-functioning intercountry adoption system exists and is available, within the guidelines of the Hague Adoption Convention, for those children who so desperately need and deserve a family.

Sincerely,
 
_____________________________			____________________________

		

_____________________________			____________________________



_____________________________			____________________________



_____________________________			____________________________


